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Mark your Calendars

Deanwood Citizen’s 
Association Meeting

Meeting Focus: Goals for the 2014
Invited Guest & Presentations:  

Mayoral Candidate
MPD
UDC

Mayors Office
Council Woman’s Office

ANC Updates

Monday, January 27, 2014 
@ 6:30pm – 8:00pm

Meetings are held in the Deanwood 
Recreation Center community room, across 

from the pool entrance.
 

 Save the Date - 
DCA & Ward 7 Democrats 

host a
Candidates Forum.

Saturday, March 1, 2014, 
HD Woodson SHS

Follow DCA on Twitter 
@deanwooddca and Facebook 
/deanwooddca for Daily and 

Weekly Updates.
Inside:
2..................... Opinion Editorial
4..................... Recap of Preserving 
Deanwood Vacant Properties Task Force 
meeting
5..................... At the Movies: Life of a King
6..................... Keeping Watch
7...................... MLK Day Reflection
8..................... Community Calendar
10.................... Kidz Korner 

Join a DCA Committee 

Scholarship
Fund Raising

Communications
Community Safety
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“The Good”….  Recently, there have been a 
plethora of articles in local newspapers using 
graphic illustrations depicting a grim tale of two 
cities in our nation’s capital.  Often these articles 
display charts, tables and data that tell a story of 
two cities divided along color, race, and social 
economic lines reminiscent of the prejudicial days 
of the Jim Crow era.  Among historians and social 
analysis, demographic shifts in population and 
social economic trends among residents are often 
key indicators of success, of failure, or of any policy 
or administrative initiative.  The question is; how is 
this affecting our beloved Ward 7, and specifically, 
the Deanwood community’s quality of life?

“The Bad” To answer this question, I read multiple 
articles and reports which provided detailed maps 
and charts showing drastic population shifts of 
low income and African American families from 
communities in the downtown and northwest 
neighborhoods, to communities east of the 
river… “hmm”.  These sources did a fantastic job 
of showing the correlation of demographics in 

graphic color and the direct relationship between 
race, income, educational levels, poverty levels, 
employment rates, health challenges, and the state 
of education/schools where these shifts were taking 
place…(Good Journalism).  Predictably, the data 
is not favorable for our community and thus, the 
quality of life for east of the river.  And in this case, 
Ward 7 & Deanwood hangs in the balance.

“The Ugly ”….Projects like the New Communities 
Initiative (NCI) were designed to model the 
idealistic goals of the federal HUD program Hope 
VI in Lincoln Heights and Richardson Dwellings 
in anticipation of the current economic trend and 
gentrification effect.  NCI was intended to minimize 
displacement, one-to-one replacement housing, 
help families return and stay, create mixed-income 
housing and improve the quality of life for families 
living in and around the targeted communities.   The 
creation of mixed income communities resulted in 
net positive social, economic, educational gains and 
growth among the community as a whole.  Although 
national federal Hope VI programs data reflected 

Our city leadership has adopted the noble and righteous policy of 
creating “One City”.  The reality, however, is far from the mantra.  DC’s west of the river has 
benefited from city government investments that provide(d) tax breaks, $1 land deals, construction cost 
related to infrastructure, pre-development funding, and the icing on the cake ----guaranteed 20 plus 
years of government leases.  These subsidies have cost the DC taxpayer billions of dollars in the last 10 
– 15 years.  More often than not, investors/developers receiving taxpayer dollars and subsidies agree to 
provide jobs, low-income housing, and other benefits for DC residents.  These promises are often broken 
or just plain never realized.  These broken promises have greatly benefited those connected to these “in-
side’ deals and those who are new to our city able to invest and move to newly renovated communities. 
Inversely, Wards 7 & 8 development projects rarely receive comparable investments and are abandoned 
at the first sign of trouble.  

Opinion Editorial:  
The Good, The Bad, and the No Way!
by David Smith only 31 percent of residents were able to return to 

newly redeveloped communities and buy homes. 
These gains also typically created an environment 
of economic prosperity and redevelopment that 
directly benefited those residents who returned, 
those remaining, developers, real-estate investors 
and business owners.  Most cities were able to 
recover public investment from increased tax 
revenue in latter years.  
However, the Washington 
Post recently reported that 
the city’s leadership has 
considered not continuing 
with the NCI, despite the 
large number of families 
that have been displaced 
already.  Moreover, the DC 
Housing Authority may 
possibly move families 
from the large waiting 
list (over 50,000) back 
into Lincoln Heights/ 
Richardson Dwelling and 
other properties that are now vacant.

“No Way”…. Multiple national reports and 
studies such as William Julius Wilson’s “The 
Truly Disadvantaged”, Patrick Shockey “Stuck in 
Place” or Ta-Nehisi Coates article in The Atlantic 
“Revisiting the Moynihan Report” and many more, 
have clearly shown undeniable data that illustrate 
concentrations of poverty increase risk factors such 
as increased crime and health risks, limited economic 
development, minimized property values, minimal 
private investment, and predatory businesses.  You 
know the “hood” standard businesses: stores like 
unhealthy fast food carryout’s, questionable clubs 
and nightlife, a plethora of liquor and tobacco 
stores, etc.  According to multiple Brookings 

Institution reports, concentrated poverty also 
directly correlates with low educational attainment 
for youth and cultural/racial isolation and the lack 
of workforce diversity.  National law enforcement 
agencies can predict the need for prison beds based 
on the level of educational attainment of 3rd graders 
who also share these risk factors.  Concentrated 
poverty can and has created a cycle of poverty-to-

prison in most cities that 
share these demographic 
trends.  Consequently, 
this “bait- and- switch” 
scenario would 
drastically impact our 
quality of life as a 
community, diminish 
property values, affect 
our children negatively, 
and stifle the needed 
economic development 
in our major business 
corridors. 

Our community’s 
quality of life is clearly at risk and in the balance.  
The “One City” mantra must happen for our 
community now, and we should not accept excuses 
and broken promises!  What we do now as a city, as 
a community, as human beings, is a reflection of our 
charter and a picture of our values that will define 
our future, write our history, and leave our legacy.  
Let’s make sure we solve this economic disparity 
and actually attain the noble and righteous policy 
of realizing the mantra, “One City” for Deanwood 
and Ward 7!

Our community’s 
quality of life is 

clearly at risk and 
in the balance.  The 
“One City” mantra 

must happen for our 
community now, and 

we should not accept 
excuses and broken 

promises!
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continued from previous page... 
the “Preserving Deanwood” Vacant 
Properties Taskforce. The taskforce is a 
coalition of community leaders, residents, 
activists, and service providers in Ward 
7 neighborhoods, east of the Anacostia 
River. The taskforce catalogues, surveys, 
and investigates the ownership status of 
vacant, blighted, and otherwise distressed 
homes. After identifying these properties, 
the taskforce works with city agencies to 
ensure that they are maintained safely, 
securely, and in compliance with mandatory 
standards. In performing this work, the 
taskforce creates opportunities for residents 
to participate and share broader concerns 
about conditions and development in the 
community. The ultimate goal of the project 
is to return homes back to productive 
use and preserve the housing of current 
residents.

Did You Know...
Life of a King is the unlikely true story of Eugene Brown 
and his one-man mission to give inner-city kids of 
Washington D.C. something he never had – a future. He 
discovered a multitude of life lessons through the game of 
chess during his 18-year incarceration for bank robbery. 
After his release and reentry into the workforce, Eugene 
developed and founded the Big Chair Chess Club to get 
kids off the streets and working towards lives they never 
believed they were capable of due to circumstances. From 
his daring introductory chess lessons to a group of unruly 
high school students in detention to the development of 
the Club and the teens’ first local chess competitions, this 
movie reveals his difficult, inspirational journey and how 
he changed the lives of a group of teens with no endgame. 
Synopsis reprinted from www.lifeofaking-movie.
com
Big Chair Chess Club is in Deanwood!
Congratulations Mr. Brown!

compiled by Seshat Walker

 On December 9th the Preserving Deanwood 
Vacant Properties Task Force presented their 
2013 report on Vacant Properties in Deanwood, 
to the attendees of the free discussion given 
at the Deanwood Recreation Center.  UDC 
Professor Bradford Voegali and students from the 
University’s “Mapping the City” course presented 
their findings. 

Professor Voegali, who has worked on foreclosure 
cases in Deanwood since 2010, informed the 
audience that the Preserving Deanwood Vacant 
Properties Task Force grew out of a visit to 
Deanwood in February. The group comprised of 
residents, ANC commissioners, and students took 
on the task of documenting vacant properties in 
the community by conducting six outings that 
consisted of walking throughout the Deanwood 
neighborhood identifying properties that fit a 
specific set of criteria as devised by the Professor. 

Once the data had been collected, the students 
designed maps based on the  aforementioned data. 
During the meeting the students enthusiastically 
presented their findings via large screen projector 
and photographs. The maps identified; the type of 
properties, amount of taxes owed, and other data 
using color coding and associated data key. 

The students noted that there were at least 150 
documented properties that have amassed tax 
delinquencies and/or penalties that number well 
within six figures in addition to a very high 

concentration of boarded up properties.

Professor Voegali reassured the attendees that the 
data and images being catalogued were intended 
to be put to good use, stating, “We see ourselves 
representing the community. We haven’t shared 
any of this information with developers. That’s the 
main goal.” 

Towards the end of the meeting an audience member 
inquired if the students had found anything positive 
about their experiences in walking throughout 
Deanwood. The majority of students responded 
that everyone they met seemed to genuinely care 
about their community. One student remarked, 
“I see growth and chances to make change. I’ve 
never heard people speak about the history of their 
community the way the residents do in Deanwood. 
The history is so rich. Everyone is woven together.”

From the Task Force Site: In the 2013 Spring 
Semester, the Community Development Law Clinic 
(CDLC) continued its mission to assist nonprofit 
organizations and small businesses and to preserve 
affordable housing in Washington, DC. Among 
their several accomplishments this past semester, 
CDLC student attorneys prepared two charitable 
organizations’ applications for federal tax-exempt 
status; advised clients on their trademark rights and 
filed for federal protection; helped an entrepreneur 
to form a sustainable agriculture business; and 
counseled a housing cooperative through the final 
steps before a sale and renovation of the property.
CDLC Instructor and LL.M. Fellow Bradford 
Voegeli, in collaboration with attorneys from the 
Neighborhood Legal Services Program, convened 

Recap of Preserving Deanwood Vacant 
Properties Task Force meeting 

Continued on Next page 

Thank you!

Thanks to last 
month’s guest 
speakers...

UDC Professor 
Bradford Voegali
ANC Commissioner 
Walter Garcia 
ANC Commissioner 
Antwan Holmes

Thanks to our 
community 
businesses.  

Mr. Parker at 
Suburban Market 
Dave Brown’s 
Liquor
Uncle Lee’s
Crystals Flowers & 
Gifts
Deanwood Cleaners

Communications Committee

David W. Smith, President 
Seshat Walker
Jimell Sanders
Kimberly C. Gaines
Antawan Holmes



6 ~January, 2014~ ~ Deanwood Citizen Association  ~ 7

Keeping Watch... 

Stay Connected!

Please email any ideas for articles to 
Deanwooddca@gmail.com with the subject line 
DCA Communications Committee for inclusion 
in upcoming newsletters.  

You can also post comments, information and/
or suggestions online to our Facebook at www.
facebook.com/Deanwood-DCA or Twitter @
DeanwoodDCA

N eigh b orho od 
Newbie? 

Check out 
www.culturaltourismdc.
org to learn more about 
the the rich history of our 

Deanwood community!

On Monday I thought about a number of 
ways to celebrate the legacy of Dr. King. 
Some good 
friends were 
replicating the 
Great Day photo 
on what was once 
Black Broadway 
in DC. I wasn't 
able to make it 
and wanted to do 
something in my 
neighborhood. 
My kids and I 
decided to make 
some lunches and head to a gathering of 
like minded neighbors at the corner of 
Nannie Helen Burroughs and Division 
Avenue in NE aka East of the River.
Organized by Seshat Walker and Kimberly 
Gaines, (from DeanwoodxDesign) the 
gathering was held to both provide service 
and to call attention to the current state of 
the legendary Strand theater. Attendees 
were invited to write their visions for the 
Strand and take pictures with them in front 
of the building. I felt that it was a great way 
for residents to express themselves and 
for organizers to get a gauge on what the 
members of the community would like to 
see developed in this neighborhood.

Community 20/20: 
MLK Day
by Carl “Kokayi” Walker

New DCA Executive Board

David Smith
President

Iesha Woods
Vice President

Antawan Holmes
Interim Treasurer 

Seshat Walker
Recording 
Secretary

Kimberly C. Gaines
Corresponding 
Secretary

Send us your photos of what 
you want in your community 

and we will publish them in the 
next issue!

deanwooddca@gmail.com

Next Date: Repeats every month on the third Wednesday 24 times .
Wednesday, February 19, 2014 - 6:30pm to 8:00pm
Location: 301 49th Street, NE, Washington, DC 20019
Building: Library at Kelly Miller Middle School

Details: 
Come meet Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) officers and other members of your 
community at the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of your Police Service Area (PSA). 
Neighborhood crime problems are identified and solutions discussed at PSA meetings... 
Agency: Metropolitan Police Department
Police District: Sixth District

http://mpdc.dc.gov/page/welcome-sixth-district
Contact: Julia Irving
Email: julia.irving@dc.gov
Phone: (202) 698-1315
If you see something, say something. 911 for Police Service
Work with your PSA team members to fight crime and disorder in your neighborhood.
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Let us know about events that benefit the community! We would like to 
share! Email us at deanwooddca@gmail.com

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
January >>> 20

MLK Day of 
Service

21 22 
Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) Enrollment 
Deanwood Library
1350 49th Street, NE 10:30am to 
4:30pm (Every Wednesday)

23  
“Question Bridge: 
Black Males” Roundtable 
6:30-8:30pm THEARC 1901 
Mississippi Ave SE

Ward 7 Education 
Council January 
Meeting  
Thursday, January 23, 2014 
from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
Washington

24 25 
Briefing on Apartment Project by the 
Warrenton Group across from Stewarts Funeral 
Home Dorothy Height Library - 3935 Benning Road, 
NE Saturday, January 25, 2014, 12:00PM - 3:00PM 
zoning war
National Hand Dancing Association Free 
Hand Dancing Lessons 1-2pm @ Riverside 
Center 5200 Foote Street NE
Ward 7 DC Health Link Enrollment Day  
It will be held at all four libraries throughout Ward 
7 to include Dorothy I. Height Benning, Deanwood, 
Capitol View and Francis Gregory 10:30am

26 27
DDOT and DC 
Streetcar will host a 
job fair 10 a.m. to 2 p.m 
DOES
4058 Minnesota Ave NE
DCA Meeting
6:30pm Deanwood Rec

28 29 
DC Innovates Business 
Networking Reception 
and Tech 101 Workshop 
at the G8Way Pavillion 
11am-1pm Gateway Pavillion @ 
St. Elizabeth’s East
1000 MLK Blvd SE

30 31 
Movie Night @ 
Deanwood 6:00-8:30 
pm All Ages! Deanwood 
Rec Center 1350 49th 
St NE

February >>>
1 
Household Hazardous Waste/E-cycling/
Personal Document Shredding drop-off 
8 am to 3 pm, at the Ft. Totten Transfer Station

National Hand Dancing Association Free 
Hand Dancing Lessons 1-2pm @ Riverside 
Center 5200 Foote Street NE

2 3
Metro Public 
Hearing
Matthews Memorial 
Baptist Church – 
Hearing 591
Fellowship Hall
2616 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Ave., SE

4 5 
Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) Enrollment 
Deanwood Library
1350 49th Street, NE 10:30am to 
4:30pm

6 
Metro Public Hearing
Metro Headquarters Building – 
Hearing 594
600 5th Street, NW
Washington, DC

7 8
National Hand Dancing Association Free 
Hand Dancing Lessons 1-2pm @ Riverside 
Center 5200 Foote Street NE

9 10 11 12 13
ANC Meeting
7:00pm – 8:30pm
5109 Nannie Helen Burroughs 
Avenue NE (Sargent Memorial 
Presbyterian Church)

14 15
Norton’s Annual D.C. Tax and Financial 
Services Fair Featuring Neighborhood 
Tax Preparers 10 a.m. – noon at the Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center (801 Mt. Vernon 
Place NW) DC (Residents Only) 
National Hand Dancing Association Free 
Hand Dancing Lessons 1-2pm @ Riverside 
Center 5200 Foote Street NE

Community Calendar
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Kidz  Korner
Never ever stop 

doing what you love. Living 
in this new age and era of 
technology and instant 
information, it is important 
that you embrace who you 
are. You should always 
embrace your country, 
community, family and 
who you are as a person. 
But don’t make the mistake 
of allowing these things 
to define who you are. As 
women and men, we often 
try to live up to a perfect 
image. We want the life 
that the era of technology 
and instant information has 
portrayed; and more often 
than none, we find that doing 
so is nearly impossible. 

So I say to you, if 
you’re gonna live then live! 
Take a chance, don’t be 
afraid, and try something 
new. Be spontaneous; 
treat your friends to a cool 
evening in downtown 
Washington. Tell someone 
you love them, and then 
share in smiles together. 
Remember everything is 
with in perspective. YOUR 
life is all on how YOU see 
it. So look at life with eyes 
wide open, young or old, 
because life is short; but it’s 
the longest thing you’ll ever 
do! So live life and enjoying 
it all.

AN OUT LOOK ON THE YEAR
by Myiah Smith - age 15

Time Travelerz The Pearl Escape
by Kyriea Smith - age 11

Know any young 
people who should 

be in  our youth 
corner? 

Send them our way! 

Got an essay you 
wrote in school 
everyone should 

read? 

Let’s us get you  
published!

Contribute to the 
Kidz Korner

email us at 
deanwooddca@gmail.com

Subject Line Kidz!
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Special thanks to our publication sponsor 

• Document Imaging
• Image Branding
• Coding
• Blowbacks
• E-Discovery to include Meta Data parsed for 

your litigation support software
• Custom Printing of Electronic Documents
• Convert e-mails to Images
• Image Conversion
• CD Duplication
• Hosting

Capitol Technology Centre, Inc.
1275 K Street NW - Suite G7

Washington DC 20005
2024375952


